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TI Prepn. of tolualdehydes useful as pharmaceutical and agrochemical 

intermediates - by reacting methyl-benzyl halides with metallic inorganic 
base followed by oxidation. 
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AN 1997-255493 [23] WPIDS 

AB JP 09087226 A UPAB: 19970626 

Prepn. of tolualdehydes of formula (III) comprises synthesis of 
methylbenzylalcohols by reaction of methylbenzyl halides of formula (I) 
with a metallic inorganic base and water, separation of the 
methylbenzylalcohols, and synthesis of the tolualdehydes by oxidation of 
the methylbenzylalcohols with hypohalous acid in the presence of nitroxy 
radical derivatives of formula (II). R = H, acyloxy or alkoxy; X = CI or 
Br; Y = H, CI or Br. 

USE - The aldehydes are useful as intermediates for pharmaceuticals 
and agrochemicals. 

ADVANTAGE - The methods provide tolualdehydes and aromatic 
dialdehydes in high purity in better yields than prior art methods. 
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